
 

 

Import Requirements for North American Jurisdictions 
 

 

 

Legend:  

 

States and Provinces marked as follows:  

 

Green Text – harvest preserves allowed 

Red Text – harvest preserves banned 

Black Text – information not available due to ongoing negotiations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Canada 
 

Contact Information: (local offices) 
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/directory/offbure.shtml 

 

Requirements for movement within Canada: 
ALL cervid movement requires a transportation authorization permit.  

 

Alberta 
Contact Information:  
Livestock Production Branch 

3
rd

 Floor J.G. O’Donoghue Building 

7000 -113 Street 

Edmonton, Alberta  T6H 5T6 

Phone: 780-415-4649 

Fax: 780-644-2400 

 

Import Requirements:  
Not on-line 

 

Species Allowed: 
Whitetail, mule deer, elk, moose 

 

British Columbia 
Contact Information: 
BC Ministry of Agriculture and Lands 

Abbotsford Agriculture Centre 

1767 Angus Campbell Road 

Abbotsford BC  V3G 2M3 

 

Import Requirements:  
Not on-line 

 

Species Allowed: 
Fallow, reindeer  

 

 

 

 

Manitoba 

 
Contact Information: 



Manitoba Agriculture, Food and Rural Initiatives 

Office of the Chief Veterinary Officer 

Manitoba Agricultural Services Complex 

545 University Crescent 

Winnipeg MB R3T 5S6 Canada 

Phone: (204) 945-7663 

Fax: (204) 945-4327 

Email: Wayne.Lees@gov.mb.ca 

 

Import Requirements: 
No import protocol for within Canada, only prohibitions (no animals from a jurisdiction 

that has had positive CWD diagnosis within the past 5 years. 

 

Species Allowed: 
Elk  

 

 

Ontario 

 
Contact Information: 
Office of the Veterinarian for Ontario 

1 Stone Road W 

Guelph, Ontario N1G 4Y2 

Phone: 877-424-1300 

Fax: 519-826-4375 

 
Import Requirements:  
http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/food/inspection/ahw/cwd.htm 

 
Species Allowed:  
Whitetail, mule deer, red deer, elk, fallow deer  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saskatchewan 
Contact Information:  
Crystal Wagner 



Room 202 - 3085 Albert Street 

Regina, SK S4S 0B1 

Phone: 306-787-6469 

Fax: 306-787-1315 

E-mail: cwagner3@agr.gov.sk.ca 

 
Import Requirements: 
http://www.agriculture.gov.sk.ca/Default.aspx?DN=342ef16a-6789-46db-bdb4-

60fd0ab1b527 

 
Species Allowed:  
Whitetail, mule deer, fallow, reindeer, elk 
 

Quebec  
Contact Information: 
Dr. Martine Dubuc, Director 

Institut national de santé animale 

Ministère de l’Agriculture, des Pêcheries et de l’Alimentation 

200, chemin Sainte-Foy, 11e étage 

Québec (Québec) GlR 4X6 

Fax: (418) 380-2169 

 
Import Requirements:  
www.mapaq.gouv.qc.ca/.../2BE2F03A-82FB-

43DEA0472DFB2413D5B8/0/englishversionbeginningOctober15th2005.pdf 

 
Species Allowed:  
Cervids except mule and black-tail deer 
 

Yukon 
Contact Information: 
Environment Yukon  

Box 2703 

Whitehorse, Yukon 

Y1A 2C6  

Phone: 867-667-8005 

Fax: (867) 393-6206 

Import Requirements: 
Not on-line 

Species Allowed:  
Elk 

United States 
Contact Information: 



U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 

Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) 

Veterinary Services (VS), 

National Center for Import-Export (NCIE), 

4700 River Road, Unit 39, 

Riverdale, Maryland 20737-1231. 

Import Requirements:  
www.aphis.usda.gov/vs/ncie/pdf/can_cervids05.pdf 

 

Alabama 

Contact Information:  
Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources 

64 N. Union Street 

Montgomery, Alabama  36130 

Commissioner’s Office 

M. Barnett Lawley 

Phone: 334-242-3486 

 

Import Requirements:  
Illegal to import all cervids 

 

Alaska 
Contact Information: 
Alaska Department of Fish & Game 

PO Box 3-2000 

Juneau, Alaska 99801 

Phone: 907-465-4100 

 

Import Requirements:   

http://www.dced.state.ak.us/occ/pub/vethandbook.pdf 

 

Species Allowed: 
Elk, Reindeer, Deer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arizona 
Contact Information:  



Arizona Game and Fish Department 

5000 W. Carefree Highway 

Phoenix, Arizona 85086-5000 

Phone: 602-942-3000 

 

Import Requirements:  

http://www.azgfd.gov/eservices/special_licenses/pdfs/rules/R12-4-430.pdf 

 

Note:  
Arizona is attempting to phase out private cervid farms.  

 

Arkansas 
Contact Information:  
Arkansas Game and Fish Commission Headquarters  

2 Natural Resources Drive  

Little Rock, AR 72205 

Phone: 501-223-6300  

 

Import Requirements:  
Illegal to import cervids 

http://www.agfc.com/pdfs/captive_wildlife/Fact%20sheet%20-

%20keeping%20cervids%20in%20captivity%20in%20arkansas.pdf 

 

California 
Contact Information:  
Department of Fish and Game 

1416 - 9
th

 Street 

Sacramento, California  95814 

Phone: 916-445-0411 

 

Import Requirements: 
http://www.dfg.ca.gov/wildlife/hunting/deer/captivecervind.html#middle_column 

 

Species Allowed: 
Fallow (others not specified) 

 

Species Prohibited: 
Elk  

 

 

 

 

 

Colorado 
Contact Information:  



Colorado Department of Agriculture 

Division of Animal Industry 

710 Kipling St., Ste. 4000 

Lakewood, Colorado 80215-8000 

Phone: 303-239-4161 

Permit Line: 303-239-4159 

Exotic Animal Entry Permits: 303-239-4158 

Fax: 303-239-4164 

 

Import Requirements:  

Elk, Reindeer, Fallow Deer: 

http://www.colorado.gov/cs/Satellite?c=Page&childpagename=Agriculture-

Main%2FCDAGLayout&cid=1178305532316&p=1178305532316&pagename=CDAG

Wrapper#2 

 

Mule Deer: 
 http://www.colorado.gov/cs/Satellite?c=Page&childpagename=Agriculture-

Main%2FCDAGLayout&cid=1178305532316&p=1178305532316&pagename=CDAG

Wrapper#17 
 

Connecticut 
Contact Information:  
Department of Agriculture 

165 Capitol Avenue 

Hartford, Connecticut 06106 

Phone: 860-713-2500 

Fax: 860-713-2514 

Email: ctdeptag@ct.gov 
 

Import Requirements:  
Cervid imports banned.  
 

Delaware 
Contact Information:  
Office of the Secretary 

2320 South DuPont Highway 

Dover, Delaware 19901 

Ph: (302) 698-4500 

Ph: (800) 282-8685 (In Delaware only)  

 
Import Requirements:  
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/vs/sregs/de.html 
 

Species Allowed:  
Elk  

 

Florida 



Contact Information:  
Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 

Division of Animal Industry 

329 Mayo Building 

407 South Calhoun Street 

Tallahassee, FL 32399-0800 

Email: Animal_Industry@doacs.state.fl.us 

 

Import Requirements:  

https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ChapterHome.asp?Chapter=5C-26 

 
Species Allowed:  
Red, Fallow, Axis, Sika, and Elk - others may be allowed under exception 

 

Georgia 
Contact Information: 
Georgia Department of Agriculture 

Livestock/Poultry Animal Industry 

19M L King, Jr. Drive 

Atlanta, Georgia 30334 

 

Import Requirements: 
No cervid imports allowed.  

 

Note:  
Deer and elk farming are allowed in Georgia and is governed by the Department of 

Agriculture. Imports are governed by the Department of Natural Resources and importing 

of cervids is considered illegal.  
 

Hawaii 
Contact Information:  
Hawaii Department of Agriculture 

Office of the Chairperson 

1428 S. King Street 

Honolulu HI 96814 

Ph: 808 973-9560 

Email: hdoa.info@hawaii.gov 

 

Import Requirements:  
http://www.hawaiiag.org/hdoa/doa_importing.htm 

 
Species Allowed:  
Elk, axis and reindeer have been imported – others may be imported under special 

conditions 

 



Idaho 
Contact Information:  
Idaho Department of Agriculture 

Division of Animal Industries 

PO Box 7249 

Boise, ID 

Phone: 208-332-8540 or 208-332-8560 

Email: animal_info@agri.idaho.gov 

 
Import Requirements:  
http://adm.idaho.gov/adminrules/rules/idapa02/0421.pdf 

 
Species Allowed: 
Deer, elk, moose, caribou, reindeer, and related species and hybrids including all 

members of the cervidae family and hybrids  

 

Illinois 
Contact Information: 
State of Illinois Department of Agriculture 

P.O. Box 19281, State Fairgrounds 

Springfield, IL 62794-9281 

Phone: (217) 782-2172 

 
Import Requirements:  
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/vs/sregs/il.html 

 
Species Allowed:  
Not specified 

 

Indiana 
Contact Information:  
Indiana State Board of Animal Health 

805 Beachway Drive, Ste. 50 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46224-7785 

Phone: 317-227-0315 

Email: animalhealth@boah.state.in.us 

 

Import Requirements: 
http://www.in.gov/dnr/deerhealth/importcriteria.htm 

 

Species Allowed: 
Elk, Red Deer, Sika, Japanese Deer, Mule Deer, Whitetail Deer 

 

 



 

Iowa 
Contact Information: 
Dr. David Schmitt 

Acting State Veterinarian 

Bureau of Animal Industry 

IDALS 

Henry Wallace Building 

Des Moines, Iowa 50319 

Phone: 515-281-5304 

Email: david.schmitt@idals.state.ia.us 

Permit Line: 515-281-5547 

 

Import Requirements:  
http://www.agriculture.state.ia.us/anadmiss.htm# 

 

Species Allowed: 
Whitetail, black-tail, mule, red, elk and related species and hybrids 

 

Kansas 
Contact Information:  
Kansas Animal Health Department 

708 SW Jackson 

Topeka, KS 66603-3714 

Phone: (785) 296-2326 

Fax: (785) 296-1765  
Import Requirements: 
http://www.kansas.gov/kahd/laws/import_requirements.shtml 

 
Species Allowed: 
Domestic deer and captive cervids 

 

Kentucky 

 
Import Requirements:  
No imports allowed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Louisiana 



Contact Information:  
Office of Animal Health Services  

P.O. Box 1951  

Baton Rouge, LA 70821  

Telephone: (225) 925-3980  

Fax: (225) 925-4103  

 
Import Requirements:  
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/vs/sregs/la.html 

 
Species Allowed:  
Not specified 

 

Maine 
Contact Information: 
Division of Animal Health and Industry 

28 State House Station 

Augusta, Maine 04333-0028 

Phone: 207-287-7610 

Fax: 207-624-5044 

 

Import Requirements: 
Embargo in force until further notice 

http://www.maine.gov/agriculture/ahi/diseases/cwdembr.html 

 

Maryland 
Contact Information: 
Maryland Department of Agriculture   

50 Harry S. Truman Parkway  

Annapolis, MD 21401  

410-841-5700 
 

Import Requirements:  
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/vs/sregs/md.html 
 

Species Allowed:  
Elk, deer, antelope, moose 

 

Massachusetts 
Import Requirements:  
All live cervid imports banned by law 

 

 

 

Michigan 



 

Import Requirements:  
Ban on imports indefinitely.  

 

Minnesota 
Contact Information:  
Minnesota Board of Animal Health 

625 Robert Street North 

St. Paul, MN 55155 

Phone: 651-296-2942 

TTY: 1-800-627-3529 

Fax: 651-296-7417 
 

Import Requirements: 

http://www.bah.state.mn.us/bah/rules/import_regulations.html#cervidae 
 

Species Allowed:  
Deer, Elk, Moose, Caribou, Reindeer 
 

Mississippi 
Contact Information:  
James A. Watson, DVM  

State Veterinarian  

Box 3889  

Jackson, Mississippi 39207  

Phone: (601) 359-1170  

Fax: (601) 359-1177  

Email: jimw@mdac.state.ms.us 

 

Import Requirements: 
http://www.mbah.state.ms.us/Regulations/MS%20Entry%20Regulations%202005.htm 

 

Species Allowed:  
Deer, elk, moose, caribou, reindeer and the subfamily musk deer 

Note: It is illegal to import white-tail deer into Mississippi. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Missouri 



Contact Information: 
Missouri department of Agriculture 

Animal Health Division 

PO Box 630 

Jefferson City, Missouri 65102 

Phone: 573-751-3377 

Fax: 573-751-6919 
 

Import Requirements:  
http://www.mda.mo.gov/Animals/intmvmntcervids.htm 
 

Species Allowed:  
All cervids 
 

Montana 

Contact Information:  
Montana Department of Livestock 

Animal Health Division 

PO Box 202001 

Helena, Montana 59620-2001 

Phone: 406-444-2043 

After hours permits: 406-444-2976 

Alternate Livestock Division: 406-444-9525 

Email: livemail@mt.gov 
 

Import Requirements: 

http://mt.gov/liv/animalhealth/import/cervids_elk.asp 
 

Species Allowed:  
Reindeer, Elk, Fallow Deer, Mule Deer, Muntjacs, Pronghorn, White-tail Deer 
 

Prohibited Species:  
Axis Deer, Red Deer, Roe Deer, Rusa Deer, Sambar Deer, Sika Deer 
 

Nebraska 
Contact Information:  
Nebraska Department of Agriculture 

Bureau of Animal Industry 

PO Box 94787 

Lincoln, Nebraska 94787 

Phone: 402-471-2351 
 

Import Requirements:  
http://www.agr.state.ne.us/division/bai/imports.htm 
 

Species Allowed: 
Not Specified 

Nevada 



Contact Information: 
Anette Rink, DVM, PhD 

Acting State Veterinarian 

Laboratory Supervisor 

Animal Disease and Food Safety Laboratory 

350 Capitol Hill Avenue 

Reno NV 89502-2923 

Phone: (775) 688-1182, Ext. 232 

Fax: (775) 688-1198 

Email: arink@agri.state.nv.us 

 

Note:  
Cervid farming not allowed.  

 

Species Allowed: 
Reindeer and Fallow deer allowed to be imported for exhibition only. All others not 

allowed.  

 

New Hampshire 
Contact Information: 

New Hampshire Department of Agriculture, Markets and Food 

Division of Animal Industry 

PO Box 2042 

Concord, New Hampshire 2042 

Phone: 603-271-2404 

 

Import Requirements: 

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rules/agr2100.html 

 
Species Allowed:  
Elk, fallow, red, reindeer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



New Jersey 
Contact Information: 
New Jersey Department of Agriculture 

Animal Industry Division 

Dr. Nancy Halpern DVM, 

John Fitch Plaza 

PO Box 330 

Trenton, NJ 08625-0330 

Phone: 609-292-3965 

Fax: 609-633-2550 

Email: nancy.halpern@ag.state.nj.us 

 

Import Requirements: 
http://www.state.nj.us/agriculture/divisions/ah/pdf/NJACChapter3.pdf 
 

Species Allowed:  
Not specified 
 

New Mexico 
Contact Information: 
New Mexico Department of Game & Fish 

Law Enforcement Division 

PO Box 25112 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87504 

Phone: 505-476-8064 

Fax: 505-476-8166 
 

Import Requirements: 
http://www.nmcpr.state.nm.us/nmac/parts/title19/19.035.0007.htm 
 

Species allowed:  
Rocky Mountain Elk, whitetail 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New York 



Contact Information: 
Division of Animal Industry 

New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets 

1 Winners Circle  

Albany, New York 12235 

Telephone: (518) 457-3502 

Permits: (518) 457-3971 

Fax: (518) 485-7773 

 
Import Requirements: 
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/vs/sregs/ny.html 
 

Species Allowed:  
Most cervids 

 

North Carolina 

Contact Information:  
Kelly E. Douglas, Captive Cervid Program Leader 

NC Wildlife Resources Commission 

Division of Wildlife Management  

1722 Mail Service Centre 

Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-1722 

Phone: 919-707-0055 

Fax: 919-0067 

Email: kelly.douglass@ncwildlife.org 

 

Import Requirements:   
Imports banned 
 

North Dakota 
Contact Information: 
North Dakota State Board of Animal Health 

600 East Boulevard Avenue, Dept. 602 

Bismarck, ND  58505-0200 

Phone: 701-328-2655 

Fax:  701-328-4567 
 

Import Requirements: 
Elk: 

http://www.legis.nd.gov/information/acdata/html/48-14.html 
 

All Others:  
http://www.legis.nd.gov/information/acdata/pdf/48-12-01.1.pdf 
 

Species Allowed: 
Most cervids 

 



Ohio 
Contact Information 
Ohio Department of Agriculture 

Division of Animal Industry 

8995 East Main Street 

Reynoldsburg, OH  43068-3399 

Phone:  (614) 728-6220 

E-Mail:  animal@agri.ohio.gov 

 
Import Requirements: 
http://www.ohioagriculture.gov/pubs/divs/anim/curr/law/901%20117%20%20Import.pdf 

 
Species Allowed: 
Elk, caribou, moose, deer (including but not limited to fallow, roe, axis, sika, red and 

white tail) 

 

Oklahoma 
Contact Information:  
Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Food and Forestry 

ATTN: CWD Program Coordinator or Clerk 

P. O. Box 528804 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73152-8804 

Telephone: 405-522-6128 

Fax: 405-522-0756 
 

Import Requirements: 
http://www.oda.state.ok.us/forms/ais/importcervidae.pdf 
 

Species Allowed:  
All members of the family Cervidae, including but not limited to deer, elk, moose and 

caribou 
 

Oregon 
 

Cervidae cannot be imported into Oregon. The Oregon Department of Fish & 

Wildlife has adopted an administrative rule prohibiting the importation of all cervidae.   

Please contact them for further information. 503-872-5260. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pennsylvania 



Contact Information: 

Department of Agriculture  

Bureau of Animal Health  

2301 North Cameron Street  

Harrisburg, PA 17110  

Telephone: 717-783-5301  

Fax: 717-787-1868 

 

Import Requirements: 

http://www.agriculture.state.pa.us/agriculture/lib/agriculture/legalreference/animalimport

rulesandregulations.pdf 

 

Species Allowed:  
Deer, Elk, Moose 

 

Rhode Island 
Contact Information: 
Kenneth Ayars, Chief 

235 Promenade Street 

Providence, RI 02908-5767 

Phone: 401-222-2781 

Fax 401-222-6047 

 

Import Requirements: No import allowed. 

 

South Carolina 

Contact Information: 
Clemson Livestock – Poultry Health 

PO Box 102406 

Columbia, South Carolina 29224-2406 

Phone: 803-788-2260 

Fax: 803-736-0885 

  
Import Requirements: 
http://www.clemson.edu/LPH/importrequirements.htm#Deer 

 
Species Allowed:  
Deer and elk 

 

 

 

 

 

South Dakota 



Contact Information: 
Dr. Sam D. Holland, State Veterinarian 

Animal Industry Board 

411 South Fort Street 

Pierre, SD  57501 

Telephone: 605-773-3321 

Fax: 605-773-5459 

 

Import Requirements: 

http://www.state.sd.us/aib/importrequirements.htm#Elk 

 

Species Allowed: 
Elk, deer Caribou and all hybrids 

 

Tennessee 
Contact Information: 
Philip Gordon 

Regulatory Services Division 

Ellington Agricultural Center 

Box 40627, Melrose Station 

Nashville, TN 37204 

Phone: 615-837-5150 

Fax: 615-837-5335 
 

Import Requirements: 
http://tennessee.gov/sos/rules/0080/0080-02/0080-02-01.pdf 
 

Species Allowed:  
Not specified 
 

Texas 
Contact Information: 

Texas Animal Health Commission 

PO Box 12966 

Austin, Texas 78711-2966 

Permits: 512-719-0777 
 

Import Requirements: 
Elk: http://www.tahc.state.tx.us/animal_health/cwd/elk.shtml 

Other cervids: http://www.tahc.state.tx.us/regs/entry/TAHC_Entry_Summary.pdf 

Note: Whitetail, black-tail and mule deer are all banned from entry 
 

 

 

 

Utah 



Contact Information: 
Utah Department of Agriculture and Food 

PO Box 146500 

Salt Lake City, Utah 84114-6500 

Phone: 801-538-7100 

Fax: 801-538-7126 

Entry Permits: 801-538-7164 

After Hours and Holidays: 801-870-0500 or 435-528-5368 or 801-520-4309 or 801-520-

4311 or 801-541-1908 or 801-870-7818 

 

Import Requirements:  

http://ag.utah.gov/animind/ah_entry_info.html#elk 

Commuter Permit: (for travel through) 

http://ag.utah.gov/animind/commuter_permit.pdf 
 

Species Allowed:  
Elk  

 

Vermont 
Contact Information: 
State Veterinarian 

Department of Agriculture 

Food and Markets 

116 State Street, Drawer 20 

Montpelier, Vermont 05620-2901 

Phone: 802-828-2421  

Fax:802-828-5983  

Email: steph@agr.state.vt.us 
 

Import Requirements: 
http://www.vermontagriculture.com/fscp/animalHealth/documents/importregs.pdf 

 

Species Allowed:  
Cervidae means only domesticated deer as defined in 6 V.S.A. Chapter 102 Section 1151 

including, but not limited to, fallow deer, red deer (elk) and reindeer. 

 

Virginia 
Contact Information:  

Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries 

Permits Section 

PO Box 11104 

Richmond, Virginia 23230-1104 

 

Import Requirements:  
No imports allowed  

 



Washington 

 
Contact Information:  
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 

600 Capitol Way N 

Olympia, Washington 98501 – 1091 

Phone: 360-902-2200 

Fax: 360-902-2156 

 

Import Requirements:  

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=16-54-180 

 

Species Allowed:  
Elk, caribou, Moose, reindeer, deer 

 

 

 

West Virginia 
Contact Information:  
Animal Health Division 

Joe Starcher, DVM, Director, State Veterinarian 

West Virginia Department of Agriculture 

1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East 

State Capitol, Room E-28 

Charleston, WV 25305-0170 

Phone: 304-558-2201  

Fax: 304-558-2203   
Import Requirements:  
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/vs/sregs/wv.html 

 

Species Allowed:  
Cervidae means a deer or elk of any age. 

 
Note:  
West Virginia is in the process of trying to legislate deer solely under Agriculture – 

therefore this protocol may be subject to change in the near future.  

 

Wyoming 

 
Do not allow cervid farming 

 

 

 

Wisconsin 



Contact Information: 
Wisconsin Department of Agriculture 

Trade and Consumer Protection 

PO Box 8911 

Madison Wisconsin 53708-8911 

Phone: 608-224-4680 

Fax: 608-224-4871 

 

Import Requirements: 

http://datcp.state.wi.us/ah/agriculture/animals/movement/deer_elk.jsp 

 

Online Permit:  

http://datcp.state.wi.us/ah/agriculture/animals/movement/forms/form_cervidspermit.jsp 

 
Species Allowed:  
Only specifies Deer, Elk, Other Cervids 


